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PALOZNAK
revitalization of a former farm building
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The site and surroundings offer good possibility for active

recreation. The extraordinary conditions of lake Balaton 

and the Balaton Uplands area offer a variety of programs

even for a longer vacation. Beside the program 

possibilities directly related to the lake, there is a variety

of walking and biking tours. Furthermore there is a unique

possibility for getting acquainted with the local 

gastronomy and the wine selection of the North-Balaton

wine region.
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Program ĂAò - Restaurant + terrace for 32-40 people with interior dining place, buffet table, with a possibilty for a

dining place fo 30-36 people on the outer terrace, covered entrance, lobby, kitchen with 100 portions capacity

Program ĂBò ïBikersô centre, rental and service point with accomodation: for renting 25-40 bicycles for adults

and 10-15 bicycles for children, workshops for the basic quick repair of bikes, restrooms, showers, left-luggage, 

minimal storage, covered entrance. It can be combined with snack bar, juice-bar, etc.

Program ĂCò ïYoga centre, suitable for camps as well with service functions: rooms, pilates room, sauna, 

changing rooms, dining possibilities, or at least a tea-house, juice-bar, etc.

Program ĂDò ïMicro-biofarm: fitting the needs of agrotourism/ecotourism. The immediate surroundings of the

design site is suitable for biofarming, the special local microclimate (Mediterranean microclimate of the southern

slopes of the hills) ensures wide selection of species of plants from the autogenic fruits through the wide

spectrum of herbs to the Mediterranean fruits like fig or kiwi.

Rooms for equipments, tools, machines, staff changing rooms, short-term (possibly cooled ) storages for

produce, rooms for processing (ripening, drying, quick-freezing, acidification, packing etc.)
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HORTOBĆGY
observatory
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Category of Astronomical Heritage: cultural-natural mixed Hortob§gy Puszta and astronomy in shepherding

practices

The Hortob§gy Puszta is a plain located in the Middle-Tisza region and forms part of the Great Hungarian Plain. 

Administratively, most of its territory falls within the Hortob§gy and Nagykuns§g regions. The World Heritage Site 

covers 74,865 ha and comprises a large contiguous area together with various smaller sub-areas partly within the

administrative districts of 21 different settlements.

Created in 2003 within the framework of the Global Strategy for the balanced, representative and credible World 

Heritage List, as a pilot activity for the identification of the sites connected with astronomy, the Thematic Initiative on

Astronomy and World Heritage, aims to establish a link between Science and Culture towards recognition of the

monuments and sites connected with astronomical observations dispersed throughout all the geographical regions, 

not only scientific but also the testimonies of traditional community knowledge.

Hortob§gy National Park, the first National Park to be declared in Hungary, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and 

also a silver-rated IDA Dark Sky Park. It is a unique example of a natural and cultural landscape both created and

sustained by shepherding practices. It preserves these traditional sheep grazing practices and showcases a 

harmonious relationship between nature and man that stetches back over more than 5000 years.

Ethnographic records confirm that Hungarians once had extensive astronomical knowledge, and the traditions of the

shepherds of the Hortob§gy Puszta preserve some of the last fragments of this knowledge. Familiarity with the night

sky was crucial for shepherds, as they often grazed their flock at night, far away from settlements. Here they could

only navigate in time and space with the help of the stars. ñNavigating like a shepherdò meant being knowledgeable

about the stars.
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Old postcard 

representing 

shepherdsô 

star lore.
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Map of light pollution 

of Hungary with the 

dark-sky parks.
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Light pollution means a growing problem in the world, 

disturbing the astronomical activity as well. Even in

Hungary there are only a few areas suitable for

astronomy. One of these few areas is a part of the area of

the Hortob§gy National Park.

Students choosing this program have the opportunity for

site visit and forming the design program together with the

Experts of the HNP.
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Rough program:

- astronomical observatory stand

- planetarium

- exhibition

- look-out tower

- observatory terrace
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ESZTRAMOS
revitalization of

large scale 

Industrial

landscape
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